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Before we begin, I would like to express heart-felt appreciation for some key achievements 
in support of civil society:

Firstly, to acknowledge H.E. President Al-Nasser for bringing civil society on the map 
during his UN General Assembly Presidency. Itʼs a remarkable time for civil society moving 
forward.

Also, to acknowledge Jean Christophe Bas for his support over the last 3 years of our 
working together. His unwavering commitment to civil society has been instrumental. 
Clearly evident with the BMW partnership and Intercultural Innovation Award in just a few 
years.

Can you please join me in acknowledging these major achievements for civil society...

In 2010, the inaugural Unity in Diversity Forum under UNAOC auspices took place in 
Melbourne. It was the first time the UNAOC came to Australia. The floor was given to civil 
society to present their initiatives in the presence of UN and join the global intercultural 
discussion.

In early 2011, a similar event was presented in Kerala, India. The two events engaged 
participation from hundreds of civil society organisations and youth in the region. Both in 
the Marketplace of Ideas program, which was the early phase of the Intercultural 
Innovation Award, and youth essay competition.

At the end of 2011, together with peak bodies, the launch of the 1st UNAOC civil society 
country chapter was held with over 180 people representing 130 different cultures, 
communities and organisations. Civil society organisations now register as members of the 
UNAOC Australian civil society chapter. Membership is free and applications are 
processed online.



During 2012, a two-pronged approach was taken on development:

1. A task force was formed, including representatives from Argentina, Australia, France, 
Mexico, Nigeria, USA & Zimbabwe. Heads of civil society to establish a global alliance for 
civil society organisations working across multiple sectors, including Diaspora 
organisations, leaders of cultures, to work alongside, or under the umbrella of the UNAOC 
as a complimentary citizens assembly with a key purpose to support countries dealing with 
the challenges of multi-ethnic and multi-faith diversity through civil society grassroots 
action.
   

A concept note developed and agreed by the task force, which includes a major gathering 
at the end of 2014 or early 2015, was presented in New York at the UNAOC office. 
Consensus was reached by the task force UN-ECOSOC, and major civil society platform 
Civicus, that the initiative is unique and important, and to develop in 5 or 6 countries, 
drawing on the Australia UNAOC civil society laboratory experiences, as next steps.

2. At the grassroots in Australia, a new intercultural community leadership network has 
been developed under auspices of local government, bringing heads of cultures, ethnic 
and community organisations to meet each month, stimulate projects that challenge 
stereotypes and develop mutual understanding. But, to focus on leadership development 
and provide organisational governance support.  Giving newcomers in Australian society 
assistance to establish associations, peak bodies, leadership training to strengthen 
capacity to contribute to mainstream society. Itʼs a model for other municipalities, and has 
received financial support from local and state governments and has been endorsed by a 
member of the Federal Government. 

The official launch was held last Monday (25th February 2013), by the Mayor, State and 
Federal MPʼs and leaders of community. 

The working groups and the task force are focussing on setting a framework for the civil 
society chapter program around the world. 

Friends of UNAOC in Australia and members of the task force are aligned to help UNAOC 
drive its mission forward.

Reflecting on the urgency of mutual understanding and conflict prevention, along with 
UNAOC establishing itself as the premier global forum, the development of country 
chapters presents an inclusive opportunity for all existing stakeholders and the potential to 
be a major machinery for positive civil society participation, and as President Al-Nasser 
called yesterday, to establish pathways of dialogue for human solidarity, increasing 
interaction with civil society across various sectors.

On behalf of civil society partners, supporters and friends of the UNAOC, we are very 
much looking forward to working closely with the new UNAOC leadership in materialising 
these efforts.


